
RAGCHEW

JUNE 2020



FROM THE EDITOR
Many thanks to those who once again have
submitted articles for this issue of “Ragchew”. Even
though we are unable to meet up at Churchdown
School, the “club spirit” is thriving with members
taking part in a wide variety of activities - the
morning, afternoon and evening nets, along with
taking part in HF and VHF contests, submitting
entries into the Spring Club Challenge and
discovering new facets of the hobby that you’ve
been meaning to get round to doing. With this latter
point in mind, I was pleased to receive details of a
new club initiative from Mike G6OTP. The idea is
for members who wish to find out more about a
particular aspect of our hobby can be put in touch
with like-minded members. It was rather interesting
to note that one of the items was the Raspberry-Pi.
Having bought one a while back, during the past
few weeks I have finally got round to putting it to
work, and a few initial problems were quickly
resolved after I posted a query on the club’s
Facebook (closed group) page.

In the final part of “Mr Bunnell’s Triumph”, Tom
G3XMM  concludes the story of the J-38 key.

Gary M0XAC was able to activate GB1VED from
his home location, Ofcom having relaxed the rules
regarding SES operation. Read his report in this
issue.

During one of the recent “Virtual Coffee Morning”
nets, the subject of end-fed antennas was
discussed. Tom G3XMM reminded us that a lot of
the stuff we now take for granted was the subject
of much experimental work in the early days of
amateur radio. In this issue he gives us some
background to W3EDP and issues a challenge for
us  to rummage through our old QSL cards which
may have historical interest to other members.

Malcolm G6UGW continues his series reviewing
the Radio Spectrum from 300Hz - 300GHz and this
month he describes the Medium Frequency band
300kHz - 3MHz.

As I write this, the sun is shining, Sporadic E is well
and truly with us and lots of activity on 6 and 4
metres. Mike G4IZZ is coordinating the  Spring
Challenge so do keep sending your weekly
updates to him by 5pm on Sunday evenings.

73 Brian G4CIB (g4cib@outlook.com)
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Contest Roundup by Brian G4CIB
Within minutes of clicking the “send” button
conveying the May “Ragchew” to our Secretary Rita
M0RYL for circulation to club members, the results
for the April 50MHz UKAC were announced. Our
overall position in the Local Clubs table, however
remained remained unchanged in 22nd position.
Since then the results for the various May UKAC
and FMAC contests have been announced and we
are in 21st position overall in the UKAC Local
Clubs table. In the 70cm FMAC we are in 4th

position and 5th position in the 2m FMAC.

In the First 50MHz Contest held in mid-April, yours
truly achieved 3rd Place in the Low Power (10 watt
max) section.

Dave G4BCA entered the first of the VHF CW
Championship contests held in early May on
70MHz, coming in at 17th in the Restricted
Section, and 36th in the Overall table

On the HF front, we continue to make progress and
currently lying in 7th place in the Local Clubs table.
I’ve finally got to grips with RTTY and PSK for the
Data contests although it’s been a bit hit-and-miss
for me particularly on the logging front! At least I’m
able to contribute to the overall score. Martin
G4ENZ and Bob M0NQN continue to lead the way
particularly in the Data and CW contests.

The first weekend in June has always been
associated with National Field Day, and of course
with the current crisis, this has been cancelled.
There will, however be plenty of activity on the HF
bands as the Royal Air Force Air Cadets will be
taking part in Exercise Blue Ham on the MoD
5MHz shared band over the weekend of 6 and 7
June. There  will be plenty of call signs available for
amateurs to contact over the period of the exercise,
using both SSB voice and data modes. Details can
be found at alphacharlie.org.uk/exercise-blue-ham.

New Activity 6-7 June
The following is from the RSGB News:-

“The Finnish Amateur Radio League invites all radio
amateurs around the world to join them in a global
special event featuring their STAYHOME campaign.
It will be held on 6 and 7 June 2020. The United
Nations Amateur Club call sign 4U1UN, as well as
its sister stations operating as 4U9STAYHOME and
4U2STAYHOME will participate. The operators look
forward to making contact with as many stations as
possible during this special event. Details can be
found at qrz.com/db/OH2STAYHOME.”
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The Radio Spectrum by Malcolm G6UGW

Part 4  - Medium Frequency 300kHz - 3MHz
These frequencies correspond to a wavelengths between 1km to 100m. This part of the spectrum
covers the Medium Wave AM civil broadcast band and of course includes “Top Band” - 160m.
Also used for navigational radio beacons, maritime ship-to-shore communication, and transoceanic
air traffic control.

(to be continued)





Some legendary stories about working at GKA (Portishead Radio) - Part 2

Submitted by Andrew G4IVD
During the Falklands war, HRH Prince Andrew was on helicopter duties and he placed a few radio
calls through GKA during his time there. On one occasion he placed a call to Buckingham Palace,
and once connected he was advised to “speak up son, your Mum’s on the line”

Simon Le Bon, lead singer with 1980s band “Duran Duran” often used the station for calls to and
from his yacht “Drum”. At the height of his fame he was firmly put in his place by being asked who
he was and how to spell his name - “How do you spell L-E-B-O-N?

One R/T call was connected and the connection commenced with the sound of a dog barking. This
was followed a long tirade of moaning and groaning from the caller’s wife. At the end of a particularly
long and vitriolic episode, the caller asked if she could put the dog back on the line again.

One young female R/O was taking down a telegram over the R/T circuit when her typewriter jammed.
She was heard to advise the ship of this malfunction and she would have to ‘finish him off by hand”.
Much spluttering and chortling from the neighbouring GKA staff.

One famous actress sailing on the QE2 was attempting to make a person-to-person call to David
Niven at his home in the South of France. Numerous attempts to locate Mr. Niven were made,
without a great deal of success and some attempts at the French language. Eventually, Mr. Niven
was located and the call connected - although he was under the impression the call was from HM
Queen Elizabeth herself rather than from the ship "Queen Elizabeth 2/GBTT".  His disappointment
was obvious to all.

An R/O was observed  standing up punching away at a typewriter.  When he had finished someone
asked him why he was typing standing up "I was receiving a message for Her Majesty The Queen"
he solemnly replied.

Then there was the British R/O on a British ship who called Rogaland Radio on RT and asked for
the traffic list times.   On being told that the foreign traffic lists were at such and such a time, he said
"Look here old man I'm not foreign, I'm British."

The staff notice board was a favourite place for R/Os to (anonymously) comment on management
policy, and it was not uncommon for notices to be appended with such comments as "2 out of 10"
or "could do better". One particularly memorable notice urging staff to save money by using rewound
telex rolls (thereby using both sides of the paper) was soon replaced by a notice urging staff to use
both sides of toilet paper for reasons of economy.

Another notice announced the introduction of "stork" microphones (referring to the new "stalk"
microphones installed in R/T, to which the following (or similar)) was appended:  "If to ships you wish
to tork, don't forget to use the stork"

In addition, the following have been reported:

FOR SALE - 3kW Fan Heater - this was anonymously changed to a 3kW Fanny Heater...

FOR SALE - 6' x 4' Garden Shed, £300 or near offer. This was felt by one R/O to be overpriced,
who inscribed the notice with '£500 near enough?'…

FOR SALE - Stabilisers for Child's cycle. These were consequently brought in and presented to
one certain R/O who had recently fallen off his motor bike....

More next month!



G4CIB/P on the 2m “Virtual Coffee Morning” net
Recently Leta and I took our bikes out for a run over to Sandpits near Tirley. I called into the
morning 2m net using a Kenwood handheld and ¼ wave antenna. The results were very marginal
so the following day we set out again but this time taking my FT817ND, some plastic waste-pipe
tubing for a mast and a dipole. The results were much better. Here we are joining in the net.

Top left - Brian G4CIB in QSO with the other
members of the net.

Above - a view of the mast “bungeed” to a
convenient gate with a vertical dipole “atop”.

Left - Leta chewing on the obligatory piece of grass
befitting a country girl.

For the record the bicycles are 1980s vintage Ernie
Clements tourers. Ernie Clements was a well-known
racing cyclist in the 1940s-50s and when he retired
he opened a cycle shop in Ledbury in 1990.

We purchased these bikes new for Williams Cycles
in Cheltenham in 1984.


